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AMEMBASSY PORT LOUIS 

CONFIDENTIAL USUN NEW YORK 01422 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PORG, NI 

SUBJECT: AFRICAN GROUP DYNAMICS: WOES OF AN AFRICAN 
SUPERPOWER 

1 . IN DISCUSSION APRIL 13 ON AFRICAN MATTERS, NIGERIAN 
MISOFF (FISHER) COMMENTED AT LENGTH ON THE DIFFICULT 
TIME NIGERIA CONTINUED TO HAVE IN DEALING WITH THE 
AFRICAN GROUP IN NEW YORK. FISHER SAID THAT 
NIGERIA’S PROBLEMS INCLUDED NOT JUST FRANCOPHONE 
ENMITY CAUSED BY NIGERIA'S DIVISIVE BID FOR A 
SECURITY COUNCIL SEAT LAST YEAR AND STANDARD MODERATE/ 

EXTREMIST DIFFERENCES. A THIRD MONKEY WRENCH IN THE 
AFRICAN GROUP MACHINERY, AT LEAST AS FAR AS NIGERIA 
WAS CONCERNED, WAS THE CONSIDERABLE COMPETITION 
BETWEEN "BIG AFRICAN STATES" (READ NIGERIA) AND "SMALL 
AFRICAN STATES". FOR EXAMPLE, NIGERIA NOW FACES 
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ANOTHER DIVISIVE CONTRETEMPS OVER ITS BID FOR A SEAT 
ON THE UNDP GOVERNING BODY. NIGERIA'S RIVAL IN THIS 
CASE IS GAMBIA WHICH, FISHER NOTED, DID NOT EVEN HAVE 
A PERMREP IN NEW YORK. FISHER ADDED THAT THERE WELL 
MIGHT BE ANOTHER BLOODY ROW IN THE AFRICAN GROUP AND 
OAU IN CHOOSING A REPLACEMENT FOR MAURITIUS NEXT FALL 
ON THE SECURITY COUNCIL. 
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2. FISHER ACKNOWLEDGED THAT ONE REASON FOR NIGERIA'S 
PUSHING SO HARD FOR A GREATER ROLE IN THE UN 
MECHANISM WAS THAT THE DAYS OF THE MILITARY GOVERNMENT 
IN NIGERIA WERE NUMBERED AND THAT THEREFORE IT 
WANTED TO MOVE AS FAST AND AS FORCEFULLY AS IT COULD 
BEFORE RELINQUISHING POWER. NIGERIA UNDERSTOOD VERY 
WELL THE PUBLIC RELATIONS DEBITS AMONG FELLOW AFRICANS 
IT WAS INCURRING BY THIS KIND OF ACTIVISM. BUT 
NIGERIA FELT THAT IT HAD TO PUSH ITS CASE FOR GREATER 
RECOGNITION HARD AS A MATTER OF PRINCIPLE. IT WAS 
SIMPLY UNREALISTIC FOR THE OAU AND AFRICAN GROUP TO 
OPERATE BY THE FICTION THAT ALL AFRICAN STATES WERE 
EQUAL. THE OAU AND AFRICAN GROUP SHOULD ACCORD 
SPECIAL RECOGNITION IN THEIR ALLOCATION OF IMPORTANT 
SEATS IN UN GOVERNING BODIES TO THE MORE SIGNIFICANT 
AFRICAN STATES. OTHER REGIONAL GROUPS HAD MECHANISMS 
FOR DEALING WITH THIS PROBLEM BUT NOT THE OAU AND 
AFRICAN GROUP. THE FACT THAT NIGERIA NOW 
HAD TO DO BATTLE WITH TINY GAMBIA FOR THE UNDP SEAT 
WAS ONLY SYMPTOMATIC OF THIS BROADER STRUCTURAL 
PROBLEM. LEONARD 
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